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Japan, on the other hand, might offer her a port in the Middle
East. Which of these has the better chance of success ?
In the event of Russia adopting an anti-Japanese and
pro-British attitude, Japan might tie her hands by occupying
Eastern Siberia and then advancing into her protectorates
of Outer Mongolia and Hsin Chiang to destroy her influence
there. England has no such means of putting pressure on her.
Further, international interests in the Far East are so in-
volved that Russia might foresee too many complications
to accept an offer of Manchuria. On the other hand, con-
ditions in the Middle East are comparatively simple;
England alone has interests there. It would, therefore, be
more to Russia's advantage to join in with Japan, and her
level-headed statesmen would probably not hesitate to do
so.
The possibility of Russia remaining neutral must also
be considered. What has she to gain by it ? The answer is
quite simple : nothing, apart from profiteering in munitions.
There is no need to explain what would happen to her if
she adopted such a negative attitude and abandoned the
positive policy of expansion that she has always followed
in the past.
Russia, then, is a country either party would like to have
on its side. But we must not forget that her aid would be
particularly valuable to Japan in connexion with China and
Canada. She would serve to keep China under control and
to render that country unable effectively to resist Japan.
On the other hand, by making common cause with China,
she could cut off Japan from the continent of Asia and
seriously embarrass her. China 'made eyes' at Russia more
than once during the Manchurian affair for this very reason.
Canada, in the event of war between Japan and England,
might well attempt an air attack on Hokkaido,* or even
Honshu,* by way of Alaska and the peninsula of Kamtchatka.
Russia could prevent this and at the same time facilitate a
Japanese air attack on Canada.
The support of Russia is, then, absolutely essential :
failure to secure it would place Japan at a very serious
disadvantage in the war. In brief, we must have Russia as
an ally, whether we fight England or America. We are
rendered powerless if ^e make her hostile. Why, then, do
* The northern and the main islands of Japan.—Translator.

